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HISTORICAL NOTES. 

Hext. — On pages 37-38 of the account of the Hext family 
published in the January issue of this magazine the wrong 
children were assigned to Thomas Hext (5) and Judith 
Esther Torquet, his wife. The following record of Thomas 
and Judith Esther (Torquet) Hext and their children has 
been furnished by Mr. Elias L. Rivers, of James's Island, 
from an old Bible record in his possession : 

Thomas Hext and Judith Esther Torquet was married by 
the Rev'e'd Mr. Wm. Guy September 26th 1723. 

Jane Hext daughter of Thomas and Esther Hext was born 
November 26th 1725 and baptized April 10th 1726 and died 
September 8th, 1727— 

George Hext son of Thomas and Esther Hext was born 
July '26th, 1731 and was baptized December 12th — 

Thomas Hext son of Thomas and Esther Hext was born 
November 8th, 1733 between five and seven in the morning 
and was baptized March 31st 1734. Thomas Hext son of 
Thomas and Esther Hext departed this life the 24 day of 
Nomber 1765. 

Esther Hext daughter of Thomas and Esther Hext was 
born November 14th, 1737 at nine at night and was baptized 
the 18th of June 1738. 

Jane Hext daughter of Thomas and Esther Hext was born 
February 16th 1739 about one o'clock Saturday morning 
and was baptized August 7th 1740. Jane Hext daughter of 
Thomas and Esther Hext died the 10th day of July 1741. 

Elizabeth Hext daughter of Thomas and Esther Hext was 
born January 9th 1742 at nine at night. 

Thomas Hext departed this life January 5th, 174f in the 
fortieth year of his age. 

Judith Esther Hext departed this life October 16th, 1748. 

George Hext and Elizabeth Arnold was married by the 
Rev'e'd Mr. Wm Orr the 7th day of December 1752. 

Martha Hext daughter of George and Elizabeth Hext was 
born an the 28th day of September 1753 at half an hour 
after two o'clock in the morning. 
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Elizabeth Hext the wife of George departed this life the 
8th day of September 1759 at nine at night. 

George Hext the son of Thomas and Judith Esther Hext 
departed this life the 3rd day of November 1760 at one 
o'clock in the morning. 

Solomon Freer and Elizabeth Hext was married by the 
Rev'e'd Mr. Martaine the 22d flay of January 1761 on 
Thursday evening at Mr. Daniel Legare's Junr. in Chas. 
Town. 

Thomas Hext, of Charles Town, planter, by his will, made 
November 17, 1765, and proved before Lieut.-Gov. Bull, 
May 9, 1766, directed that his whole estate be sold and the 
proceeds, after the pavment of all debts, divided equally 
between his wife and children, the wife to receive hers at 
once, the sons as they should respectively attain the age of 
twenty-one and the daughter at eighteen or day of marriage; 
appointed brothers-in-law, William Williams and Solomon 
Freer, executors. Witnesses: John Packrow, William Pa. 
treau and Sarah Hanahan. (P. C. R., C. Co., book 1761-77.) 

The old fort at Dorchester, S. C. — In the last number 
of this magazine there appeared a very able and interesting 
historical sketch of the town, the people, and the neighbor- 
hood, of old Dorchester. The author, Mr. Henry A. M. 
Smith, has spared no pains to make a complete study of his 
subject. It is to be hoped that more papers of the tame 
thorough research and critical method may be found in 
the contents of the Magazine for the future. 

Some description of the fort has been given in the article 
referred to; but it has been thought that additional particu- 
lars concerning its size, shape, and present condition, would 
interest turther the readers of Mr. Smith's article. 

On a visit to Summerville about two years ago, the writer 
accompanied and assisted by Mr. W. Russell Dehon, exam- 
ined thfJsite of the old town of Dorchester and its fort, chiefly 
for the purpose of taking bearings and measurements of the 
latter. These were considered accurate enough^ though 
made with only an excellent pocket-compass and a tape-line. 
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Situated on the left bank of the Ashley River, overlooking 
the stream, on ground fifty feet distant from, and about fif- 
teen feet above, the water, the little fort remains to this day 
in good preservation. This is limited, however, to its plan, 
profile, and material of construction. Its interior, partly 
filled with earth and debris of brick-work, is grown up with 
trees, bushes, and vines. Its plan is that of a square redoubt 
with half-bastions at each of the four angles, which were 
probably once armed with swivels or light field-pieces. Its 
profile shows, now, an enclosing wall, from three to four 
feet thick, the base covered by debris, the top from seven to 
eight feet above the average level of the interior. The trace 
of the enclosing wall is unbroken with two exceptions — a 
sally-port, three feet wide, on the face farthest from the 
river, and a breach in the half-bastion nearest to the river, 
where the wall has been levelled to the ground. Here, a 
drive-way for carts and wagons seems to have been made iu 
recent years, to facilitate the removal of bricks from the 
interior for direct transportation on the river, close at hand. 
The material used for the walls was a concrete of broken 
oyster-shells and lime called " tabby", always found, when 
well made, to be close, firm, and durable. Brick was used 
also in some places for a coping of the parapet, and,, no 
doubt, for magazines and other structures : these latter have 
all been demolished, but the coping of brick-work is still to 
be seen on the western wall. 

Mr. Smith's judgment as to the date of the building of the 
present fort — 1775 — is entirely supported by the facts and 
conditions of the case. No such work would have been 
built in the time of the Indian wars : the early settlers could 
protect themselves with stockades and block-houses. 

The illustration appended to these notes will serve to show 
the form, bearings, and dimensions of the fort at Dorchester. 
It was only a little more than one hundred feet square on 
the interior lines. On the river side, it commanded the ap- 
proach to the town for perhaps a half-mile, with its small 
cannon. On the land side, an infantry fire, delivered over 
the parapet from a banquette, could be very effective. 

Charleston, S. C, 25 May, 1905. John Johnson. 
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In the sketch of th<j history of Dorchester published 
in the April Number of the Magazine, the writer stated 
that he could find no documentary proof of the exis- 
tence of the old fort at Dorchester prior to the fortification 
constructed in 1775 under the orders of the Provincial 
Council of Safety. 

Since then Mr. Langdon Cheves has called my attention 
to the following extract from the will of John Skene, of 
St. George's, Esq. The will is dated 1 June 1768, and is 
recorded in the Probate Court for Charleston County in 
book 1767-1770. John Skene owned and resided upon a 
plantation of 3000 acres in St George's Parish on the south 
side of Ashley River and just opposite the town of Dor- 
chester. This plantation was part of the original 12000 acre 
barony of the Earl of Shaftesbury. 

Henry A. M. Smith. 

* * * " Item : I give to the Commissioners of Fortifica- 
tions all my Great Guns for the use of the Magazine and 
Fort at Dorchester, reserving to the officers (for the time 
being) of the St. Georges Troop, the Liberty of using 
them on any Public Day, especially on his Majestys Birth 
Day and the 23 d of April. 

Item : I give my large silver cup to the Church "Wardens 
of St. Georges Parish Also my large Bible with Brass 
clasps, my other large Bible to the Parish Library" ***** 

A Crevecoeur Stoky. — To The Editor of The SouthCarolina 
Historical and Genealogical Magazine: — An eminent New 
England scholar in his study of Hetor St. John Crevecoeur's 
works, has found in the rare "Voyage dans la haute Penn- 
sylvanie", published at Paris in 1801, reference to a Mr. Bull, 
" a Georgia planter", who led a gipsy life in the mountain 
region between Tennessee and the , Carolinas during the 
Revolution." 

The New England scholar says that St. John Crevecoeur, 
in the book tells how Mr. Bull, an old man in the latter years 
of our Revolution, left his plantation for fear of the Tories, 
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and took to the. Carolina forest, moving northward and 
avoiding the army of Oornwallis. Crevecoeur professes 
to have found him near Fineastle in Virginia, and to have 
heard from him the details of his gipsy life with his family 
and his negroes from April, 1778, to 1782, after the surren- 
der of Oornwallis at Yorktown. They planted crops each 
year, hunted for game and fed their cattle and hbrses on the 
rich pasturage of the bottom-lands. 
He quotes "Mr. Bull" as follows: 
"Alone in the midst of these vast solitudes we had for 
witnesses of our labor only the sweet melodious meadow- 
lark, the jay, the chattering boblincorn, the tufted starling, 
the bold king-bird, the shrill whistling cat-bird, and the 
thrushes with their gentle, harmonious notes. These birds, 
with the mock-bird, ignorant of the destructive power of 
man, were constantly about us, and seemed to view us with 
curiosity rather than terror. Every evening, as soon as the 
-sun set, great flocks of cranes rose slowly, in regular and 
majestic spirals to a great height, as if to catch a last glimpse 
of the sun, whose rays sometimes glanced on their whitish 
wings, and met our eyes as we watched them. They soon 
came down again in the same order and as silently to the 
places they had just left. This spectacle occurred almost 
daily when the sky was clear, and lasted more than half an 
hour. In this lovely solitude we passed our first winter. I 
built a spacious, comfortable cabin at the foot of one of the 
largest oaks I ever saw; and in this my two daughters gave 
birth to the two grandsons whom you see here with me. In 
memory of their birthplace I gave them the names of Paco- 
let and Nawassa, the streams at whose confluence I had built 
my cabin." 

The New England investigator says: "This was neai the 
Broad river, a few miles south of North Carolina; for the 
topography of St. John is confirmed by his contemporary, 
Dr. Morse. The second winter he was near the headwaters 
of the Yadkin river; the third near those of the river Dau, 
not far from a mountain called Ararat. In that region were 



132 SO. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE. 

the Carolina Moravians at "Wachovia, whose chief town, 
Salem, corresponding to Bethlehem in Pennsylvania, is still 
inhabited by these pious people. The old Noah of this 
modern Ararat went on to say: ' During the four years of 
my pilgrimage I think I must have traversed 600 miles, 
without any of my household being ill a single day, so salu- 
brious are our mountains. It was time, however, for peace 
to be made, and our endurance, our courage and our clothes 
were getting worn out. Finally, in May, 1782, I returned 
to my plantation on the Saluda, which two old servants had 
not been able to protect from pillage. Great was their joy 
to see us come back in good health, and with an increase of 
the family of seven children, two white and five black, to- 
gether with 54 young cattle.'" 

What our Northern friend wants to know is "if the 
annals of South Carolina contain any record of this patri- 
archal wandering of Mr. Bull and his heifers and mares." 
He says : " Doubtless St. John found it in print somewhere, 
and translated it, along with his accounts of Hell Gate and 
Yale College into his colloquial French." 

If you, Mr. Editor, or any of the members of the South 
Carolina Historical Society, or any representatives of the 
Bull family in South Carolina, know anything of this inter- 
esting woodsman of Revolutionary times, it would be well 
to give it to the public. 

For my part, I am inclined to think it, if you will pardon 
the phrase, "a cock and Bull story." 

Crevecoeur was as reckless of facts as was his countryman 
the Abbe Uaynal who, unable to account for rice culture in 
South Carolina, had a vessel wrecked on our coast and thus 
scattered the first seed of what afterward became a most 
important crop. 

In an earlier book Crevecoeur, if my memory is not at 
fault, told of seeing a negro in Charleston tortured in an iron 
cage, a little anecdote that was once a favorite tid bit with 
the most violent of the anti-slavery agitators. . 

New York, March 20th. Yates Snowden. 
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Major Hobert Anderson and Fort Sumter. — The origi- 
nal of the following letter, written by Major Robert Ander- 
son while commanding Fort Sumter in 1861, is in possession 
of Mr. Thomas E. Proctor, of Utica, New York, who has 
very kindly furnished a copy thereof for publication here: 

Fort Sumter, S. C, Feb. 19, 1861. 
B. D. Silliman, Esq., 

Wall St., 

N. York. 
My dear Sir: 

Accept my thanks for your kindness in attending to the 
troublesome commission I gave you, and also for the handsome com- 
pliment you were pleased to pay me in your note of the 13th inst. 

I have had no intimation of an intention to reinforce my command . 
The present able Sec'y. of War notified me, as soon as he took charge 
of the Dept. , that additional troops should be sent, the moment I in- 
timated that I wished them, or as soon as the S. Carolinians should 
make an attack. I have not asked for them, because I know that an 
attack will be made, as soon as they hear that I have asked for rein- 
forcements, and I am unwilling to bring on a Civil War, if I can pos- 
sibly avoid it. The longer the matter is deferred, the better the chance 
of having matters decided without a recourse to arms. Our Union 
cannot be sustained by force. 

1 thank you for^our kind offer, made to my wife, through my sweet 
little friend, and also for your offer to me. 

We are anxiously waiting now, for the inauguration of, and nomi- 
nation of the Cabinet by, the President elect. Everything depends on 
his selecting discreet, wise men. We have had enough of third class 
men, broken down politicians, as Heads of Depts. at Washington. 
The inner wheels of our Political Clock must be of the finest metal, 
and they must be true, or it will run down. 

Everything is pretty quiet around us. The S. C. are at work on 
their batteries, and we are getting ready to do all the harm we can 
should they venture to attack us. 

That God will spare our country, and save us from the horrors of a 
civil strife, is my earnest prayer. 
I am 

My dear Sir, 

Yours very Sincerely, 

Robert Anderson. 

The Flags of Fort Sumter.—" The Flag of the Confed- 
erate States and the Palmetto, were raised on Fort Sumter 
simultaneously — the former by Col. Jones, 3 chief of Gen. 

2 Major David R. Jones. 
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Beauregard's Staff, and Col. Ferguson. The Flag of tha 
Confederate States was manufactured in this city. It was 
the intention to have made use of the flag that was first 
hoisted on the Capitol, at Montgomery, but unfortunately it 
had been mislaid. The flag-staffs were about fifteen feet 
high, and were lashed to two of the big guns by Commodore 
Hartstine." — The Charleston Mercury, Monday, April 15, 
1861. 

" The first Palmetto Flag was raised on Fort Sumter Yes- 
terday by Cols. F. J. Moses, Jr., and J. L. Dearing of 
Governor Pickens' Staff, and the Confederate States Flag 
by Capt. Ferguson of the General Clinch, and others, in the 
presence of the Governor, General Beauregard's Staff, and 
a large number of gentlemen, among whom was Chancellor 
Carroll and Judges Glover and "Wardlaw. A salute was 
fired from eaeh of the batteries on the raising of these flags. 
— The Charleston Daily Courier, Mondny, April 15, 1861. 

The Beginning of Charleston.— It was by the following 
order that John Culpepper laid out a town in 1672 that was 
subsequently called Charles Town. It wasgradually settled 
up between that date and 1680, when it formally became the 
seat of government. Its predecessor on the south side of 
Ashley Biver had also been called Charles Town. There- 
after the site of the latter was for many years referred to as 
"the old town" : 

Carolina./ 

By the grand Councill 
a colony of You are forthw th . to admeasure and layout or cause to be 
12000 acres layd out upon the land lying between Ashley River and 
Wandoe River twelve thousand acres of land for a Collony 
in a Square as much as Navigable Rivers will ^mitt, 
bounding same w th . limitts running directly from East to 
West and from North to South beginning upon Ashley 
River towards the South at a place there knowne by the 
name of Oyster Poynt, And a Plott thereof f airely drawne 
you are to return to us with all convenient speed 
whereof you are not to fayle; Given under our hands this 
xxxth. day of Aprill 1672./ 

John Yeamans 
To John Culpeper Maurice Mathews Tho: Gray 

Surveyor Generall Will: Owen: John Godfrey 

or his lawfull Dep ty . 
(Warrant book, 1672-1692, p. 1.) 
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The Date of Arrival of the Landgrave Smith Family. 
— Among the settlers who came in the Carolina, one of the 
three vessels that brought the first colony for South Caro- 
lina, in 1669-70, and assisted in founding Albemarle Point, 
subsequently named Charles Town, were Thomas and Paul 
Smith. Many writers have asserted, without furnishing any 
proof, that the first of these was the same Thomas Smith 
who subsequently became a Landgrave and was sometime 
Governor of the Province. The late General McCrady, in 
his first volume (foot note page 121), disputes that claim and 
gives the date of the arrival of Thomas Smith, afterwards 
Landgrave, as 1687. The editor of this magazine once 
asked General McCrady for his authority for that date, and 
was told by the General that he had seen a Bible that bore 
every evidence of being a Bible of original record entry, 
and that therein he saw it stated that Landgrave Spiith had 
been born in Madagascar and had come to South Carolina 
in 1687. The South- Carolina Gazette of Thursday, May 11, 
1738, mentions the death of the second Landgrave Thomas 
Smith on the Tuesday before, stating that he was in his 75th. 
year, and had been fifty-four years in the Province. That 
would have put the date of his arrival at 1684. The Editor 
has always believed that that was the correct date of the ar- 
rival of the Landgrave Smith family in South Carolina, and 
he also believes that General McCrady either mistook an 
old fashioned 4 for a 7 or that his printer mistook his 4 for 
a 7. The following record which he has discovered in the 
warrant book of the Province for the years 1672-1692 (page 
307) fully confirms his opinion as to the date of the arrival 
of this distinguished family: 

You are forthwith to Cause to bee admeasured and laid out unto M r 
Thomas Smith six hundred and ffifty acres of Land being Due to him 
for the arrivall of himself e Barbara his wife, Tho: & George Smith, 
Mathew Crosse, Philip Adams, Joan Atkins, Johanah Atkins, and 
Elizabeth Adams, Aron Atkins Ellen & Mary Atkins & Michael Peirce 
who are entred in the secretaryes Office the 10 July 1684 In some Con- 
venient place not yett laid out or marked to bee laid out for any other 
person or use Observing the Lords prop'ts Instructions beareing Date 
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the 21 Septr 1683 And a certificate fully specifying the Cittuation & 
bounds thereof you are to returne unto us with all Convenient speed 
and for yo r soe Doeing this shall bee yo r Warn Dated the 20 Jan 1 ^ 
1684/5 

To Stephen Bull Esq r John Godfrey Joseph West 

Survey o r Genall Robt Quary Jn<> Moore 

"When Friends were Friends. — "We hear that the 
Quakers at Philadelphia, have among themselves, collected 
upwards of Three Hundred Pounds Proclamation Money, for 
the Relief of the Sufferers by the late Fire in this Town, 
the Value whereof they have sent by (Japt. Cuzaek." — The 
South- Carolina Gazette, Thursday, May 14, 1741. 

Colonel John Purvis. — "Died] — On the 4th ult. Col. 
John Panes, of Edgefield county, in this state." — The City 
Gazette $• Daily Advertiser, Monday, June 11, 1792. 

Two Revolutionary Officers. — "Died.] At his planta- 
tion on the Wateree, on Wednesday, the 28th ult. Samuel 
Boykin, Esq. And, at Camden, on Thursday, the 29th ult. 
col. Joseph Kershaw." — The City Gazette $> Daily Advertiser, 
Monday, Jany. 9, 1792. 

Generals Lacey and Brandon. — "Promotion. Col. 
Thomas Brandon, of the 13th regiment of the militia, Brig- 
adier General of the 3d brigade of militia, vice Edward 
Lacey, who has resigned." — City Gazette $• Daily Advertiser, 
Oct. 21,1797. 



